St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
Syracuse, New York

May Newsletter

St. Alban’s is,
a Community founded in CHRIST’S LOVE,
Joyfully seeking to live our faith,
reaching out to ALL God’s people.

Reaching Out in CHRIST’S LOVE to Feed, Clothe, and Comfort:
St. Alban’s Ministries in the Community

Meals on Wheels Center for New Americans Free Tax
Four volunteers serve | The December “Giving Tree” is set up Assistance
One monthly route & | in the church and decorated with hats, | Offered by a trained
One weekly route gloves & scarves for arriving refugees. | member 2 days/wk.

Food Pantry at New Salem Missionary Pretty Pillowcases
Baptist Church on the South Side Residents living in nursing home
In Lent we collect canned fruits and units for the memory impaired
vegetables for the pantry in one of our receive a member’s colorful,
nation’s poorest neighborhoods. handmade gifts.

Samaritan Center Future Possibility
An East Side Episcopalians ministry, Mother Julie, Bobbi Lombardo, and Grace Joseph met
each parish will send 4-5 people to \yith the Asst. Pastor of Valley Worsh.ip Center on
serve a Sunday meal on June 26. Midland Ave. The next day Mother Julie volunteered
at their weekly food pantry. More information inside.




Priestly Ponderings

On the seven Sundays of Easter the first lesson is taken from The Acts of the Apostles. In the first chap-
ter of Acts Jesus ascends into heaven in the sight of his disciples, two heavenly messengers announce
that Jesus will return, and a replacement for Judas is chosen from among Jesus’ followers. The second
chapter contains the story of Pentecost, which we celebrate on May 15 this year. Pentecost was a Jewish
feast that brought pilgrims from many nations to Jerusalem. The 12 apostles and just over 100 of Jesus’
followers were gathered together in Jerusalem. Suddenly the sound of a mighty wind was heard and
tongues of fire appeared over each person as they received the Holy Spirit. The members of that first
church poured out into the streets of Jerusalem and began proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ in
languages that they had never spoken before. They spoke in the language of Parthians, Medes, people of
Mesopotamia, Syria, Phrygia, Greece, and beyond. It is said that over 3000 people accepted Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Savior that day; thus the Church was born. How wonderful is God’s timing! Many
nations sent pilgrims to the festival and many pilgrims returned home proclaiming the Gospel of repen-
tance, forgiveness of sins, and new life in Jesus Christ.

As you continue to read the Acts of the Apostles you notice a certain phrase repeated throughout the
speeches and stories: “with words and deeds of power.” Peter’s addresses to the crowds are described as
words of power. Miracles of healing, and even the resuscitation of a dead disciple by Peter, are counted
among the deeds of power. The church’s ministry was public, visible, and engaging. Minds and hearts
were reached and transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit working through Jesus’ disciples.

That same power of the Holy Spirit still moves among Jesus’ followers today. Words spoken in prayer in
Jesus’ name are words of power. Deeds of love and mercy done in Jesus’ name are deeds of power.
The front page of the newsletter highlights the ways by which the members of St. Alban’s are

Reaching Out in CHRIST’S LOVE to Feed, Clothe, and Comfort.
How much do you know about these ministries? Did you know that 12 Step Groups use our buildings

four nights a week? People whose lives are affected by alcohol, marijuana, and co-dependency meet at
St. Alban’s at no cost.

Valley Worship Center, Church of the Nazarene, has a small congregation that reaches out to the people
of the neighborhood six days a week. Monday-Friday they host a GED class in the morning and run an
after school program, followed by a hot meal at 4:30 p.m. for youth 19 and under. Every Thursday they
open their food pantry. Saturday mornings they distribute bread. They work with the Interreligious Food
Consortium, Syracuse City Schools, and New York State.

On May 1 their assigned food pantry area will double in size. Located on the corner of Midland and Hall,
their area has been extended down to Brighton Ave. They have been praying for more volunteers to help
them meet the need. Perhaps that will be us. When I visited their pantry on the last Thursday in April
they were short volunteers. Asst. Pastor Clare Pietra, who is in charge of these ministries, welcomed me
warmly and immediately put me to work. On first Thursdays they have a large Fresh Foods pantry at
2:00 p.m. Other Thursdays the normal food pantry opens at noon.

New Thursday May 5 is both the first time they will serve people in the expanded area and
Volunteer the larger Fresh Foods day. They expect 100 people. I told them I’d be there. It would
Opportunity Jbe great if some of the members of St. Alban’s could join me!

Mother Julie+
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After worship, come for a presentation on St. Alban’s volunteer
opportunities for ministry in the community and stay for the picnic!

Foreign Language Readers Needed for Pentecost - May 15

Each year the story of Pentecost is read simultaneously in several languages,
mirroring the preaching of the Gospel on Pentecost. If you can read Acts 2:1-11
in a foreign language please contact Mother Julie. Thank you!

Celebration of the Arts
The 46th annual Celebration will be held at St. David’s, DeWitt April 30-May 8.
The juried art show offers approximately 100 visual artists and various

performing artists of Central New York the opportunity to offer their creative works
connecting spirituality, arts, and the God-given creativity of life.

Gallery Hours (Free) Performances ($10 donation)

April 30, May 5,6 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Butternut Creek Revival Band, April 30
at 7:30 p.m.

May 1, 3-8 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Masterworks Chorale Chamber Singers,
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Help Urgently Needed

Episcopal Relief & Development has asked our parishes for donations for relief from the
extensive flooding in Houston, Texas and a major earthquake in Ecuador. On-line donations

can be made through their website. Checks can be mailed to the address below. Please put

“Houston Flooding ” and/or “Ecuador” on the memo line. Thank you!

Episcopal Relief & Development
P.O. Box 7058
Merrifield, VA 22116-7058

+Episcopa|
Relief & Development

Healing a hurting world
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Pentecost is May 15
Wear Red!

Red is the color of the Holy Spirit.

Vestry Meeting
May 11
7:00 p.m.




St. Alban’s
Leadership

Rector: The Rev. Julie E.
Calhoun-Bryant

Wardens
Senior: Susan Grosso
Junior: Bobbi Lombardo
Emeritus: Beverly Hays

Vestry Members
David Houston
William Knodel
Margo Kowalczyk
Marge Maynard
Kiki White
Fred Wilson,
Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk

Parish Secretary
Kim Privler

Organist
Della Holtzapple

Treasurer
Kathleen Eckermann

Financial Secretary
and Webmaster
David Gregg

Property Liaison
Margo Kowalczyk
Ministry Team Leaders

Communications Team
David Houston

Community Service

Ministry Team
Bobbi Lombardo
Dottie White

Congregational Life Team
Kiki White

Spiritual Life Team
Mother Julie
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Birthdays

12 Gina Odell

Denis “Skip” Visco
22 Michael Smith
24 Barbara Lee
29 Fred Talbot - 97!
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Rector’s Vacation

Mother Julie will be on vacation May 13-21.
May 13-15 she and her family will be with friends in PA,
attending their daughter’s college graduation. May 16-19
Mother Julie and Brian will celebrate their 30th wedding
anniversary with three nights at the Steamboat Castle Bed
& Breakfast on Keuka Lake in Penn Yann. The Rev. Kate
Day will be at St. Alban’s on Sunday, May 15.

St. Alban’s Church

1308 Meadowbrook Drive
Syracuse, NY 13224-1718
(315) 446-3490

Website: stalban.us
Facebook: Click the link on the website home page
or go to St. Albans Church Syracuse.

Secretary’s Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com

Contacting Mother Julie
- Call the secretary during office hours.
- Email: julieatalban@gmail.com
- 673-1728 (message at home)

Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive
messages on the church answering machine.




