\ St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
Syracuse, New York

March 2018 Newsletter

Sunday Morning Schedule
+ Bible Study 8:30 a.m.
+ Worship, 9:30 a.m. (Holy Eucharist, Rite II)
+ Coffee and Refreshments, 10:30 a.m.

Holy Week at @
St. Alban’s: \
) March 25-31
Palm Sunday
9:30 a.m.—Blessing of Palms, Holy Eucharist,
Reading of The Passion
Tuesday Morning Worship Holy Tuesday
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 9:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist, Rite 1
- Holy Wednesday
Thursday Evenings 9:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
6:00 p.m. Dinner - $§/person Maundy Thursday
suggested donation 5:30 p.m.—East Side Episcopalians at Emmanuel,
6:45 p.m. Instructed Holy Eucharist East Syracuse. Agape Supper, with Holy
Eucharist and Stripping of the Altar to follow.
Lenten Friends Good Friday
Are you praying for your Lenten Noon—Good Friday Liturgy
Friend? Have you sent them an 5:30 p.m.—Stations of the Cross

anonymous note to tell them? On
Easter Day we reveal our identities
with a card or small gift.

Easter Day is April 1:

Lenten Outreach Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
We are collecting cans of fruits and 9:30 a.m. Festive Holy Eucharist, with music
vegetables for New Salem Baptist provided by church organist Della Holtzapple,
Ministry’s food pantry, on the South parishioners Bert and Jan Bookhout, and

Side of Syracuse . Frank Grosso; and several guests.




Priestly Ponderings, by Mother Julie—+

The naming of sin and evil and their sources is a topic that we naturally turn to in the season of
Lent. On Lent’s penultimate day, Good Friday, we stand before the cross of Jesus Christ, who
freely sacrificed himself for us so that our sins could be forgiven. At the February 18 meeting of
the Sunday morning Bible Study class, which I teach, we had a wide-ranging conversation about
Satan and evil. Did you know that Satan is named only 3 times in the Hebrew Scriptures (I
Chronicles 21:1, Zechariah 3:1-5, and the Book of Job)? In the New Testament we find the
name Satan on the lips of Jesus in the Gospels, and also in the other letters and writings. Since
understandings of the source of evil have evolved over time, what is our point of reference
today?

I find the three renunciations of evil in the baptism vows especially helpful here. (The Book of
Common Prayer, page 302.)

: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?

This first renunciation refers to the forces of evil that lie apart from humankind. They are
beyond our control and fight against God and God’s servants. Their attack on humankind is
constant and, for the present time, often victorious. Not until Jesus Christ returns will they be
crushed under his feet.

: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt, and destroy the creatures of God?

Here the reference is to the evil propagated by humankind. Whether governments, institutions,
terror groups, tyrants, military leaders, ... or the Church, evil plays out in many ways in human
society. Millions of innocents suffer at human hands. The earth is being destroyed by human
activity. The poor become poorer, while the extreme wealthy get wealthier. Evil’s
manifestations are endless.

: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Now it gets personal. How do the first and second expressions of evil identified above draw you
away from God? There is no one in human history who was or is perfect, except for Jesus.
There 1s no one who’s not in need of the forgiveness offered by his crucifixion and death, a gift
freely offered to everyone. Have you confessed your sin and accepted God’s redeeming grace?

On Good Friday we witness all three expressions of evil in full operation. #1: Satan and the
spiritual forces of wickedness are in the heat of battle against the Son of God. Jesus’ ministry
has touched many people and turned them back to true worship of God. They want him gone.
#2: Israel’s leadership is desperately concerned about what will happen when Jesus enters
Jerusalem to observe the Feast of Passover. Will he start a riot that will cause the Roman
governor, Pontius Pilate, to send in troops to squash a rebellion? Will they lose their own power
and authority if such a thing were to happen? Is peace at all costs a worthy goal? #3: When it
comes right down to it, Jesus was crucified because two individuals decided he should be
silenced: Pontius Pilate and the High Priest Caiaphas. Caiaphas handed Jesus over to the Roman
governor, and Pilate ordered his execution. Either one of these men could have chosen
differently.

This Lent, how will you prepare to stand before Jesus’ cross on Good Friday and then celebrate
with joy on Easter Day? Remember, it is God who has the last word; it is God who owns the
final victory. So do not despair or lose heart. Our hope is in our God, who so loved the world
that he gave us his only begotten Son, so that we may not perish, but have everlasting life.




AR R

March Birthdays

Emera Bridger Wilson
Lucile Donahue
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16 Sue Grosso
28 Betsy Watson
31 Kate Bell
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Marcra CALENDAR

Wednesday, 02/28

10:00 a.m. East Side Episcopalians planning team at St. Alban’s

Thursday, 03/1

2-5 p.m. Valley Worship Center Fresh Foods Pantry
6:00 p.m. Thursday Evening Lenten Program

Sunday, 03/4

Lent 3

Tuesday, 03/6

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite |

Thursday, 03/8

Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
6:00 p.m. Thursday Evening Lenten Program

Sunday, 03/11

Set Clocks Forward 1 Hour
Lent 4
11:30 a.m. Monthly Movie and Pizza: "All Saints"

Tuesday, 03/13

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite |

Thursday, 03/15

Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
6:00 p.m. Thursday Evening Lenten Program

Sunday, 03/18

Lent 5
10:30 A.M. St. Patrick’s Day Boiled Dinner

Tuesday, 03/20

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite |

Wednesday, 03/21

7:00 Vestry

Thursday, 03/22

Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
6:00 p.m. Thursday Evening Lenten Program

Saturday, 03/24

9:00 Altar Guild and Friends "Clean and Shine"

Sunday, 03/25

Palm Sunday

Tuesday, 03/27

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite |

\Wednesday, 03/28

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite Il

Thursday, 03/29

Maundy Thursday

Thursday, 03/29

Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
East Side Episcopalians worship together at Emmanuel

Saturday, 03/31

9:30 Altar Guild Decorate the Church

Sunday, 04/1

Easter Day




Monthly Movie and Pizza: Sunday, March 11
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St. Patrick’s Day
Boiled Dinner,
Sunday, March
18, 10:30 a.m.

Brian Calhoun-Bryant
Happy St.Patrick's Day ! 1S Preparing a
traditional Irish boiled
dinner for the congregation. A free will
offering will be taken to cover the cost of the
groceries.

ALL SAINTS

The movie is based on the inspiring true story

of salesman-turned-pastor Michael Spurlock,

the tiny church he was ordered to shut down,

and a group of refugees from Southeast Asia.

Together, they risked everything to plant seeds

for a future that might just save them all. Stars
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A
Quarterly Daytime Fellowship,

We
Wednesday, March 21 at noon

We will meet at the Olive Garden for lunch
out. Please RSVP by phone or email to the
church office. Kim calls in the number at
11:00 a.m.

INSTRUCTED.
EUCHARIST
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Thursday Evening Lenten Program |

6:00 p.m. Dinner ($5 suggested donation)
6:45 p.m. Instructed Eucharist

Pairs of cooks are needed to provide a simple meal for 15 people. The cost of groceries will be
reimbursed from the cover charge. In the past people have paired salad and bread with pasta,
macaroni & cheese, chili, or a hearty soup. Please sign up to cook in the Fellowship Room.

This year Mother Julie will celebrate an informal Holy Eucharist in the Fellowship Room. Each
Thursday we will explore a part of the service.

February 22: Shape of the Liturgy, Rubrics, and Lessons
March 1: The Nicene Creed
March 8: Prayers of the People, Confession, and Peace
March 15: The Four Great Actions of the Holy Eucharist and The Lord’s Prayer

March 22: Vestments, Linens, and Vessels




St. Alban’s
Leadership

Rector: The Rev. Julie E.
Calhoun-Bryant

Wardens
Senior: Kiki White
Junior: Grace Joseph
Emerita: Bobbi Lombardo

Vestry Members
Bert Bookhout
Emera Bridger Wilson
Mark Johnston
Margo Kowalczyk
Gelene Lewis Dorr
Fred Wilson
Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk

Parish Secretary
Kim Privler

Organist
Della Holtzapple

Treasurer
Kathleen Eckermann

Financial Secretary
Fred Wilson

Property Liaison
Margo Kowalczyk

Ministry Team Leaders

Communications Team
David Houston

Community Service Team
Bobbi Lombardo
Dottie White

Congregational Life Team
Kiki White

Spiritual Life Team
Mother Julie

Learning Initiative
Guiding Team

David Houston
Gina Odell
Kiki White
Emera Bridger Wilson
Mother Julie

St. Alban’s is
a Community founded in CHRIST’S LOVE,
Jeyfully seeking to live our faith,
reaching out to ALL God’s people.

"« /,FORWARD

| Don°t be late!

St. Alban’s Church

1308 Meadowbrook Drive
Syracuse, NY 13224-1718
(315) 446-3490

Website: stalbansyracuse.org (Note change)
Facebook: Click link on website home page or
go to St. Albans Church Syracuse

Secretary’s Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday: 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com

Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive
messages on the church answering machine.




