St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
= Syracuse, New York

May 2018 Newsletter

Sunday Morning Schedule

+ Bible Study 8:30 a.m.
+ Worship, 9:30 a.m. (Holy Eucharist, Rite II)
+ Coffee and Refreshments, 10:30 a.m.

Second Thursdays
Dinner and Healing Service
Thursday, May 10

Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Please sign up in the Fellowship Room

Service of Healing at 7:00

fellowship
LUNCH

Quarterly Daytime Fellowship,
Wednesday, May 16 at noon

We will meet at the Olive Garden for lunch
out. Please RSVP by phone or email to the
church office. Kim calls in the number at
11:00 a.m.
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Pentecost - May 20

East Side Episcopalians Worship Together at St. Alban’s

9:30 a.m. -Festive Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite 2
If you can read Acts 1-11 in a foreign language please contact Mother Julie.

Reception to follow
Wear Red! - Red is the color of the Holy Spirit.
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Diocesan Ministry Fair:
Arms Wide Open

Saturday, May 12th, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The Holiday Inn Convention Center, Liverpool.
Something for everyone! Come: be inspired, be renewed.

Keynote speaker Dr. Catherine Meeks, author, community
wellness activist, and Executive Director of the Absalom
Jones Episcopal Center for Racial Healing in the Diocese
of Atlanta.

Featuring 20 hands-on workshops for a faithful,
transforming church:
The Daring Way (TM)

Using Data for Ministry Discernment
Photos from the Heart
Stewardship as Spiritual Practice
Invitational Evangelism
...and more!



Priestly Ponderings

As I look back on my life I can see so many examples of God’s loving care. I’d like to share one
with you. Back in 2006, when my younger son Chris was in kindergarten, I decided to leave St.
John’s, Marcellus, which meant we had to move out of the rectory. I’d promised our older son I
wouldn’t ask him to change school districts again, so that meant we had to find a home in the dis-
trict. One day, out of the blue, a friend of my husband’s family called to say she’d heard we were
looking to buy a house and did we want to buy her parents’ home? We eagerly said yes, pleased
that it was not only within our budget, but the house was in the village and adjacent to the school
campus. Fast forward ten years and now Chris is in high school. Due to a neurological condition he
cannot attend a full day of school. Each day he walks home through our back yard, which borders
the school he attends. We didn’t know how important it would become to live next door to the
school all those years ago, but God did. A nicety turned out to be a necessity, for which God pro-
vided.

Jesus invites all who believe that he is the Son of God to share in the new life, the eternal life, of
resurrection. Moreover, this new life breaks upon us in our current life. Through the reading of
Scripture, prayer, and sacrament the grace and goodness of God are available for the asking. As a
parent cares for a child and intends only the best for them, so God cares for us. However, since
God is all-powerful God’s promises are completely trustworthy. There is no circumstance under
which God cannot keep a promise. God will never abandon us or forsake us. We forever belong to
God, who loves us and desires only good things for us.

We worship a God of love. Jesus showed us definitive, unconditional love for all people when he
went to his death on the cross. “Greater love has no one than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends,” Jesus tells his disciples in the Gospel of John. Love for Jesus is never just a sentiment.
Love means obeying the two great commandments: (1) You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and all your soul, and all your mind, and all your strength. (2) You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. Love is active and passionate. Jesus went to the cross out of love so that our
sins could be forgiven and we could become children of God.

We find ourselves in the middle of the Great 50 Days of Easter. For 50 days, including 7 Sundays,
we joyfully say our alleluias and sing Easter hymns on Sunday morning. Why 50 days? There are
50 days between Easter Day and Pentecost (May 20 this year). On day 40 of Easter Jesus ascended
into heaven. 10 days later God sent us the Holy Spirit, and the Church was born. It is through the
Holy Spirit that we receive grace upon grace: comfort, guidance, strength, courage, and hope. No
longer is Jesus confined to a human body in time and space. Through the power of the Holy Spirit
Jesus is present with us always - all we have to do is speak his Name.

Easter provides our identity, our reason for living: We are beloved children of God, called to love
the God who first loved us, who died on the cross for us, and then to love one another, to see Jesus
in one another. Easter gives us a sure and holy hope. Hope is a terrible thing to live without, but we
trust in a hope guaranteed by the power of resurrection, a power stronger than evil and death.

Wishing you a joyous Eastertide,
Mother Julie+
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Congratulations to our Graduates!
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May 13 May 20
Margaret A.B. Houston Hamilton Andrew White
Bachelor of Arts in Physics BS in Bio-Medical Engineering
| Cornell College (Iowa) University of Rochester
Send cards to: 216 Locksley Rd. Send cards to: 503 Thurber St.,
Syracuse, NY 13224 Syracuse NY 13210

Next step: Worchester Polytechnic
Institute for a PhD program in BME

Next step: Syracuse University for
Library Science

May 19
Andrew Lombardo
defended his dissertation in February and achieved his PhD. from the Dept.

of Molecular Physiology and Biophysics of University of Vermont

Send cards to: 220 University Ave, Ithaca, NY 14850

Next step: Post doctoral position in Biophysics research at Cornell
University. Meanwhile, wife Michelle continues an M.D. Fellowship in
Family Medicine/ObGyn next year in Providence, Rhode Island.




Monthly Movie and Pizza: Sunday, May 6

LW
&) s
‘A movie based on the 2004 autoblo aphy Soul
: 'Story of Faith
5) Get B ack on the Boar an

N e e

Vestry Meetlng
May 16
7:00 p.m.
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Wednesday, 05/2 - 10:00 a.m. East Side Episcopalians planning meeting at St. David's
Thursday, 05/3 - 2-5 p.m. Valley Worship Center Fresh Foods Pantry
Sunday, 05/6 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
- 11:30 a.m. Monthly Pizza and Movie: "Soul Surfer"
Thursday, 05/10 - Ascension Day
- Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
- 6:00 p.m. Second Thursdays Dinner and Healing Service.
Saturday, 05/12 - 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Diocesan Ministry Fair
Sunday, 05/13 - Seventh Sunday of Easter
- Mothers' Day
Wednesday, 05/16 - Noon Daytime Fellowship at Olive Garden
- 7:00 Vestry
Thursday, 05/17 - Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
Sunday, 05/20 - Pentecost - East Side Episcopalians worship at St. Albans
- 9:30 a.m. Festive Holy Eucharist Rite |l
Thursday, 05/24 - Mother Julie begins vacation
- Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
Sunday, 05/27-  Trinity Sunday
- Morning Prayer Led by Steve Pekich
Thursday, 05/31 - Mother Julie returns from vacation
- Noon-2 p.m. Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
Saturday, 06/2 - Diocesan Guiding Team Meeting




St. Alban’s
Leadership

Rector: The Rev. Julie E.
Calhoun-Bryant

Wardens
Senior: Kiki White
Junior: Grace Joseph
Emerita: Bobbi Lombardo

Vestry Members
Bert Bookhout
Emera Bridger Wilson
Mark Johnston
Margo Kowalczyk
Gelene Lewis Dorr
Fred Wilson
Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk

Parish Secretary
Kim Privler
Organist
Della Holtzapple
Treasurer
Kathleen Eckermann
Financial Secretary
Fred Wilson
Property Liaison
Margo Kowalczyk

Ministry Team Leaders
Communications Team

David Houston
Community Service Team
Bobbi Lombardo
Dottie White
Congregational Life Team
Kiki White
Spiritual Life Team
Mother Julie

Learning Initiative
Guiding Team
David Houston
Gina Odell
Kiki White
Emera Bridger Wilson
Mother Julie

For Our Country

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly
beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor
and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound
learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion;
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and
peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth
thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our
hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in
thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Book of Common Prayer, Page 820)

St. Alban’s is
a Community founded in CHRIST’S LOVE,
seeking to live our faith,
reaching out to ALL God’s people.

I see God at work
when someone is
right there at just
the moment |
need help.

St. Alban’s Church

1308 Meadowbrook Drive
Syracuse, NY 13224-1718
(315) 446-3490

Website: stalbansyracuse.org (Note change)
Facebook: Click link on website home page or
go to St. Albans Church Syracuse

Secretary’s Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday: 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com

Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive
messages on the church answering machine.




