St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

Syracuse, New York

Advent December Newsletter (W/ise*
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Christmas Happenings at St. Alban's

Pizza and a Movie
Sunday, December 2 at 11:15 a.m. Our movie is The Nativity Story.

Olive Garden Luncheon
Wednesday, December 19 at 12:00 p.m.
Call the office with your reservation!

Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon & Gift Exchange
Sunday, December 23
Please sign up in the Fellowship Room
or RSVP to the church office.
Bring a wrapped gift in the $5-10 range.

Christmas Worship

Christmas Eve
St. Alban's Musicians at 7:40 p.m.
Festive Holy Eucharist at 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist with hymns at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday after Christmas, December 30
Healing and Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.
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Helping Our Neighbors

Crafts from Mayan Women in Guatemala sold on Sunday, December 9

Members of Team Guatemala at Syracuse University will be at coffee hour to sell items made by
impoverished Mayan women from villages in the heart of Guatemala. Items include jewelry, iPad
cases, tote bags and laptop sleeves. 90% of the profits are used to provide scholarships to keep
Mayan girls in school and break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy. High School tuition can reach
$250 a year and the average income for Mayan families is under $3/day.

* The Giving Tree will be set up in the church until December 16 to be “decorated” with
new or gently used hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves in all sizes for refugees and others in
*. need of warmth. Winter coats and snow boots in good condition are also welcome.
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Valley Worship Center Food Pantry, 2929 Midland Avenue
Volunteers are needed on Thursday afternoons.
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We partner with Valley Worship Center by providing volunteers to serve at their pantry.
The first Thursday of the month is the biggest and busiest, as it is the monthly fresh foods
supply. Tables are full of fruits and vegetables, as well as eggs and dairy products.

2nd-5th Thursdays are smaller and less strenuous.

First Thursdays the larger Fresh Foods pantry is from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
All other Thursdays volunteers are needed from 11:30-2:00 p.m.



Second Thursdays Help Feed the Hungry on Dec. 16

December 13, 2018 11:30 a.m.
St. David’s, DeWitt
Dinner, 6:00 p.m. Please sign up! Gather as East Side Episcopalian to make
150 sandwiches for the
Healing and Holy Eucharist, 7:00 p.m. Samaritan Center.

Wear a hat or head scarf.

It’s Sue Grosso to the Rescue!

November 21 was Theresa Tighe’s last day as our Parish Secretary. She left to take full time
employment. Fortunately, when Sue heard the announcement on Sunday morning she
volunteered to come out of retirement to see us (and your Rector!) through the holidays and
then some. Thank you Sue!

New Office Hours
Tuesday-Thursday from 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

.g Advent Musicians .g

Advent 1: St. Alban’s Quartet: Bert and Janelle Bookhout, Frank Grosso, and Cornelia Brewster
on flugelhorn, oboe, bass clarinet, and flute
Advent 2: Dr. Harlan London will sing the negro spiritual “Sweet little Jesus Boy”
Accompanied by Gelene Lewis Dorr
Advent 3: Steve Pekich will sing Adam Lay Ybounden, accompanied by Gelene Lewis Dorr
Advent 4: Janelle Bookhout on oboe and Cornelia Brewster on flute
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Looking Ahead to January

January 20, 2019
100th Anniversary of St. Alban’s
first Holy Eucharist.
Period worship, music, and
refreshments are planned.

Sunday, January 6
East Side Episcopalians are at

St. David’s, DeWitt for
Epiphany Lessons and Carols
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Priestly Ponderings

This will be my first Christmas without my older son Russell and his fiancée. The house is
much quieter since they moved to Florida, and what mother wants a quiet house at Christ-
mas? Not me! But instead of focusing on who is missing, I need to focus on who is here and
find joy in the new reality, to which we’re all still adjusting. To mope would be unfaithful. In
all circumstances, always and everywhere, we are called to give heartfelt thanks for the com-
ing of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Give thanks in all circumstances? Always and everywhere? Yes and yes. What about my
friend who lost her 16 year old son in a car accident last summer? What about the families

in California who lost their homes in the fires? What about the families of the children mur-
dered in Syracuse this fall? What about my younger son who struggles with debilitating pain?
What do you do if you’re having trouble finding room in your heart for giving thanks to God?

Thirty-one years ago when I was attending a training program for newly ordained deacons,
one of the group presented a difficult pastoral situation that he was struggling with. A beauti-
ful young woman in her twenties had used drugs in her teens and contracted AIDS. She spent
her remaining time speaking to groups of teenagers, warning them about what happened to
her so that they might avoid the same death sentence, as it was back then. She was smart,
funny, compassionate - and she was dying. Where was God in all of this?

As was our practice, after the presentation we gathered to celebrate Holy Eucharist. As the
priest said the opening words of Eucharistic Prayer A we all looked at one another and
marveled, because our questions found their answer in these words:

Holy and gracious Father,
in your infinite love you made us for yourself
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you in your mercy sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son,
to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out His arms on the cross and offered himself in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

In all circumstances, always and everywhere, we can give thanks for the gift of God’s only
Son. Beloved, we are children of God and heirs of God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ.
Nothing, not even death, can change that or take it away from us.

Advent begins on December second. It is the season of the church year when we prepare for
both the return of Jesus Christ in glory and for Jesus’ first coming as the babe at Bethlehem.
It is meant to be a season of hope, of waiting in eager expectation to see what the Son of God
will do as he enters into human history. Invite Jesus to enter into your heart and you will have
received the greatest gift you can receive - the love of our God.

Mother Julie+



St. Alban’s
Leadership

Rector: The Rev. Julie E.
Calhoun-Bryant

Wardens
Senior: Kiki White
Junior: Grace Joseph
Emerita: Bobbi Lombardo

Vestry Members
Bert Bookhout
Gelene Lewis Dorr
Mark Johnston
Margo Kowalczyk
Emera Bridger Wilson
Fred Wilson,
Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk

Parish Secretary
Sue Grosso

Organist
Della Holtzapple

Treasurer
Kathleen Eckermann

Financial Secretary
and Webmaster
Fred Wilson

Property Chair
Margo Kowalczyk
Ministry Team Leaders

Communications Team
David Houston

Community Service

Ministry Team
Bobbi Lombardo
Dottie White

Congregational Life Team
Kiki White

Spiritual Life Team
Mother Julie
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Nov. 30 Bobbi Lombardo
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December Birthdays

8 Emily Coulon

Wendy Wickenden

9 Brian Calhoun-Bryant

Austin Privler

11 Chris Calhoun-Bryant
14 Peter Volmes

15 David Leader

17 Alissen Coulon

28 Frank Grosso

31 Bob Maynard

Meets
Dec. 19 at
7 p.m.
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

1308 Meadowbrook Drive
Syracuse, NY 13224-1718

(315) 446-3490

Website: stalbansyracuse.org
Facebook: Click the link on the website home page
or go to St. Albans Church Syracuse.

Secretary’s Office Hours:

Tuesday-Thursday: 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com

Contacting Mother Julie
- Call the secretary during office hours.
- Email: julieatalban@gmail.com

- 315-416-7133 (cell)

Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive
messages on the church answering machine.




