St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
Syracuse, New York

February 2019 Newsletter

a Sunday Morning Schedule:
Rector's Bible Study 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.

WXorship Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m.
© Y
Please join us as @77
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church /ﬂ?
celebrates the 100th anniversary

of its first communion service %

on February 3, 2019 at 9:30 a.m.

The Reverend Julie Calhoun-Bryant will preach
and former rvector, The Reverend Emily Gibson,
will preside over worship from the
1892 Book of Common Praver.

Period music will be provided by Della Holtzapple and
the St. Alban’s Quartet. A historical slide show and period
food will be offered after the service.

February 11 is Pizza and a Movie Sunday
Join us after Coffee Hour for the movie "Selma”

The battle for justice in Selma, Alabama in 1965 is
told in this very personal and larger than life drama
by Ava DuVernay, with David Oyelowo as King, and
co-starring Carmen Ejogo, Oprah Winfrey, & Tim Roth




On February 5th,
Mother Julie and Grace Joseph, Senior Warden,
will be attending an informational workshop on
“"The Way of Love - Practices for Jesus-Centered Life"
a spiritual life program for the National Church that
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is recommending.
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Join us this Valentine’s Day
v 2nd Thursday, February 14 \ \ , / / Vv
Vv Dinner, followed by ‘*ﬁ) (" ¥
¥ Healing and Holy Eucharist ¥
v Dinner, 6:00 p.m. \ 4
v Healing and Holy Eucharist, 7:00 p.m. |
v Please sign up! Vv
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Valley Worship Center Food Pantry
2929 Midland Avenue
Volunteers are needed on Thursday afternoons.

We partner with Valley Worship Center by providing
volunteers to serve at their pantry.

The first Thursday of the month is the biggest and busiest,
as it is the monthly fresh foods supply. Tables are full of
fruits and vegetables, as well as eggs and dairy products.

2nd-5th Thursdays are smaller and less strenuous.

First Thursdays the larger Fresh Foods pantry
is from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
All other Thursdays volunteers are needed
from 11:45-2:00 p.m.




Priestly Ponderings

For only the second time in my 30 years of ordained ministry Sunday worship was cancelled on
January 20 due to a storm that left 14” of snow between Saturday night and Sunday morning.
(The other time was during the blizzard of 1993). Since I didn’t get the opportunity to preach
my sermon [’d like to summarize it here.

The Gospel was the story of the wedding at Cana in John 2:1-11. Jesus, his mother Mary, and
his disciples were attending a wedding in the village of Cana. Mary came to Jesus with the
news that the host, likely a family relation, had run out of wine and asked Jesus to do something
about it. At first Jesus was unwilling because he had not yet performed any miracles and
thought this wasn’t the right time and/or occasion to do so. Yet, he had compassion for the bride
and groom and quietly turned about 150 gallons of water into wine. When the steward of the
feast tasted the water turned wine brought to him by a servant at Jesus’ direction, the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the infe-
rior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now."

Comn 1ssion

Jesus saved the bride and groom embarrassment not only in the moment, but also for years to
come. He changed the story of their wedding. Instead of people saying, “Do you remember
John and Johanna’s wedding? The wine ran out too soon. How embarrassing!”, people would
say, “Do you remember John and Johanna’s wedding, how they saved the best wine for last?
Who does that? It was amazing!” Which story would you want told about your wedding or
similarly important occasion? This was a miracle of compassion, done quietly so as to put the
spotlight on the bridegroom and not on Jesus himself.

As with many of the things which Jesus did, this story has layered
meanings. First, it is a story of compassion. Go deeper and it is
also a story of the abundance of God’s good gifts. Jesus could
have had only one or two of the six jars filled, but he told the
servants to fill all six to the brim with water, and then turned

the water into superior wine.

Glory

Yet one more layer needs to be unfolded. The story ends, “Jesus did this, the first of his signs,
in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” A sign in John’s
Gospel reveals Jesus’ glory. They are acts of wonder and power that reveal his authority. Jesus’
signs were persuasive evidence of his divine authority and power, thereby evoking the faith of
his disciples. This is the first of six signs narrated by John to reveal Jesus’ glory, glory that was
his since before the beginning of creation.

Mother Julie+



St. Alban’s
Leadership

Rector: The Rev. Julie E.
Calhoun-Bryant

Wardens
Senior: Grace Joseph
Junior: Emera Bridge Wilson
Emerita: Kiki White

Vestry Members
Bert Bookhout
Gelene Lewis Dorr
Meg Houston
Margo Kowalczyk
Fred Wilson
Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk

Parish Secretary
Sue Grosso

Organist
Della Holtzapple

Treasurer
Kathleen Eckermann

Financial Secretary
Fred Wilson

Property Chair
Margo Kowalczyk
Ministry Team Leaders

Communications Team
David Houston

Community Service

Ministry Team
Bobbi Lombardo
Dottie White

Congregational Life Team
Kiki White

Spiritual Life Team
Mother Julie
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February Birthdays

Jim Kowlaczyk

Marge Maynard

? Feb.15 Kevin Coulon

Nicholas Lombardo

Andrew Lomabrdo
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Meets
Feb. 20 at
7 p-m.

St. Alban’s 1s

a Community founded in CHRIST’S LOVE,
Joyfully seeking to live our faith,
reaching out to ALL God’s people.

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

1308 Meadowbrook Drive
Syracuse, NY 13224-1718
(315) 446-3490

Website: stalbansyracuse.org

Facebook: Click the link on the website home page
or go to St. Albans Church Syracuse.

Secretary’s Office Hours:

Tuesday-Thursday: 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com

Contacting Mother Julie

- Call the secretary during office hours.
- Email: julieatalban@gmail.com

- 315-416-7133 (cell)

Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive
messages on the church answering machine.




