
 The people of St. Alban’s joyously welcome the people of 
Emmanuel, East Syracuse as we combine our congregations!  

 
NEW WORSHIP TIMES! 

 
Saturday Evening 

 
  4:30 p.m. Coffee Hour 
  5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
   * Zoom Code and Password 
      812 9701 3112 and 381729  

 
Sunday Morning  

 
  9:00 a.m.         Bible Study (not Jan. 5) 
   In Rector’s Office and on Zoom 
   * Zoom Code and Password  
         835 9000 0245   and   562087 
 
10:00 a.m. January 5: East Side Episcopalians at 
   St. David’s, DeWitt 
 
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion  
     Spiritual Communion on Zoom and Facebook 
             (To use your phone for Zoom, dial 1-646-558-8656)  
   * Zoom Code and Password 
         826 9515 6305   and   446765 
 
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church  
Syracuse, New York  

 
January News & Inspiration  

 

Merger Celebration is Saturday, January 11! 
 

5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist         6:00 p.m. Potluck Supper 



Priestly Ponderings from Mother Julie 
 
The new year begins with the people of Emmanuel joining St. Alban’s. Having been 
the priest at both parishes I can attest to the warm hearts and faithful service of the 
members of both parishes. We are alike in many ways and, while I expect a few 
bumps in the road with schedules and procedures, I look forward to this new journey 
with joy!  
 
Major Changes 
• We have added a 4:30 p.m. coffee hour and 5:00 p.m. service on Saturday. 
• Both congregations voted to move Sunday morning worship from 9:30 a.m. to 

10:00 a.m. (July-Labor Day we will worship at 9:30 a.m.) 
• Mother Julie is now working Tuesday and Wednesday during the week. Thursday 

activities have been moved to Wednesday. 
• Lisa will be in the office Tuesday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Getting to Know One Another 
1) I have ordered nametags with lanyards. Please use them! 
 
2) Each month we will have a fellowship event on Saturday evening and one on     
Sunday morning. (Long time members of St. Alban’s will remember when we had 
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. congregations who didn’t know each other. Back in 2007 I started 
a monthly luncheon at Olive Garden and later on Lorraine Merrick started a coffee 
hour once a month between the services.) 
 

January Events 
 
Saturday, January 11 - Merger Celebration 
 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist at which Emmanuel’s records and altar vessels will 
                 be received 
 6:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner 
 
Sunday, January 26 - Annual Meeting, with Brunch provided by the Vestry, 10:00 a.m. 
 We will view slide shows from Emmanuel’s Celebration on December 7 and 
 from St. Alban’s 100th anniversary celebration in 2019. 
 
 The 3 open positions for Warden and Vestry will be filled with people from 
 Emmanuel’s 2024 Vestry: Sharon Chapman as Warden and Debbie Michlin 
 and Pamela Trendell as Vestry Members. 
 

February Events 
 
Saturday, February 1 - Bishop’s Visitation 
 
Sunday, February 16 - Pizza and Movie after coffee hour (11:30 a.m.) 
 Movie: The Six Triple Eight 
 
 



 

 

 

Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp, and Joyous Events 
 
 Altar Flowers: Until informed otherwise, flowers are $60 for 2 vases.  
 The new sign up sheet allows you to ask if someone wants to share the cost. 
 
 Sanctuary Lamp: The candle burns from Saturday to Saturday and is on the wall  
 in front of the ambry on the left side of the altar. A $10 donation is requested. 
  
 Joyous Event: If you wish to celebrate a joyous event you are invited to bring a  
 single flower to place on the altar. Vases are available if needed. 

January Events 
 
January 4: First Saturday evening service at St. Alban’s, 5:00 p.m. 
January 5: No service at St. Alban’s - Instead: 
 East Side Episcopalians will gather at 10:00 a.m. at St. David’s, DeWitt 
 for Lessons & Carols, with Holy Eucharist. Reception to follow. 
January 8: Second Thursday is now Second Wednesday! 
 6:00 p.m.  Dinner: Chinese food provided ($7) Please sign up! 
 7:00 p.m.  Healing and Holy Eucharist 
January 11: Celebration of the Merger of Emmanuel Church with St. Alban’s! 
 5:00 p.m. Festive Holy Eucharist 
 6:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner 
January 26: Annual Meeting 
 The meeting will begin during the 10:00 a.m. service and brunch will be 
 provided by the outgoing Vestry. 
 
 **************************************************************** 

 
Next Zoom Book Study Begins Wednesday, January 15 
6:00 p.m.  Eat & Chat      6:30-7:30 p.m.  Book Study 

 
Zoom Codes: 856 3233 5420 and 366999 

 
The Trivialization of God: The Dangerous Illusion of a Manageable Deity, 

by Donald McCullough.  
 

January 15: Chapters 1-2  February 5: Chapters 7-8 
January 22: Chapters 3-4  February 12: Second Wednesday Healing Service 
January 29: Chapters 5-6  February 19: Chapters 9-10 
 



 

And of course, my personal favorite- 
“Baby Jesus was visited by three wise guys from the East Side” 

        - Lisa 

Fun Things to Celebrate  
in January 

(from Holidayinsights.com) 
 

National Hobby Month 
National Soup Month 

National Oatmeal Month 
 

2-World Introvert Day 
3-Fruitcake Toss Day 
4-National Spaghetti Day 
8-National Take the Stairs Day 
10-Houseplant Appreciation Day 
12-National Hot Tea Day 
13-Rubber Duckie Day 
14-Dress Up Your Pet Day 
16-National Nothing Day 
18-Winnie the Pooh Day 
21-Squirrel Appreciation Day 
24-Beer Can Appreciation Day 
27-Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day 
28-Fun At Work Day 
29-National Corn Chip Day 
31-National Hot Chocolate Day 
 

Second Wednesday is  
January 8 

 

6:00 pm  Dinner ($7)  
Please let Mother Julie 
know you’re coming. 

 
7:00 pm  Healing and  

Eucharist, also on Zoom 
  

 

Tuesday, 
Jan. 21 

at 
6:30 p.m. 

 



Do you have a legal question? 
 
The East Syracuse Free Library (4990 James Street) hosts the Onondaga 
County Bar Association’s FREE “Talk to a Lawyer” service on the first  
Tuesday evening of the month. They can answer general questions and also 
give referrals for specialized services.   
 
Is the new “smart” device you got for Christmas smarter than you are?  
 
LiteracyCNY can help! Their volunteers are available at the East Syracuse 
Free Library every Wednesday afternoon.  You can either “drop-in” between 
3:30-5:00 p.m. or make an appointment for 5:00-6:30 p.m. Assistance is  
offered for operating devices, navigating the internet, and using software.  

When at the store, 
please pick up a 

brick of cheese or 
box of cookies for 

coffee hour. 
 

Coffee creamer is 
also a good idea. 

 
Thank You! 

EVERY TUESDAY-Morning Prayer at 10 a.m. on Zoom. 
 

           Codes: 849 7442 6644  &  031228  
 

EVERY WEDNESDAY-Bible Study at 2 p.m. on Zoom.  
and in Mother Julie’s office 

 
NEW Codes: 835 8425 9508  &  414804 

 
(Bible Study is repeated the following Sunday.) 



 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
 
   1308 Meadowbrook Drive 
   Syracuse, NY 13224-1718 
   (315) 446-3490 
 
   Website: stalbansyracuse.org 
   Facebook: stalbanschurchsyr 
   Secretary’s Office Hours:  
   Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
   Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com 
 
   Contacting Mother Julie  
      - Call the secretary during office hours. 
      - Email: julieatalban@gmail.com 
      -  315-416-7133 (cell) 
 

Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive  
messages on the church answering machine. 

 

St. Alban’s  
 

Rector: The Rev. Julie E. 
           Calhoun-Bryant 
 

Wardens 
 Senior: Mary “Kiki” White 
 Junior: Gina Odell 
 Emerita: Gelene Lewis 
 

Vestry Members 
 David Houston 
 Bobbi Lombardo 
 Steve Pekich 
 Art Pichette 
 Wendy Wickenden 
 Fred Wilson 
 

 Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk 
 
Parish Secretary 
 Lisa Wojtaszek 
 

Organists 
 Cynthia Bromka-Skafidas 
 Erick Kroll (Saturday) 
   

Treasurer 
 Kathleen Eckermann 
 

Financial Secretary  
 Fred Wilson   
 

Ministry Team Leaders 
 

Communications Team 
 David Houston 
 

Congregational Life Team 
 Kiki White 
 

Mission Team 
 Bobbi Lombardo   
 Dottie White 
 

Property Team 
 Steve Pekich 
 

Spiritual Life Team 
 Mother Julie 
 Altar Guild: Bobbi  
                  Lombardo 
 Music: Jan Bookhout 
 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 
 1 Debbie Michlin 

 6 Shirley North 

 6 Si Sifer 

 7 Sydney Howes 

 8 Meg Houston   

 8 Michael & Linda Anderson 

 22 Linda Sifer 

 28 Si & Linda Sifer 

 31 Margaret Wicks 

 

Giving to St. Alban’s 
Send us a check or to give online go to  

cnyepiscopal.org/give-to-my-parish 


