
 Mother Julie is on sabbatical June 5-July 4  
and on vacation July 5-August 4.  

 
June 11, 18, 25, and July 2  

The Rev. Dr. Gerard Beritela will celebrate Holy Eucharist. 
 

July 9, 16, 23, and 30 
Steve Pekich will lead Morning Prayer 

 
Sunday Morning in Person and on Zoom 

 
  9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
     Also on Zoom and Facebook 
             (To use your phone for Zoom, dial 1-646-558-8656)  
   * Zoom Code and Password 
         826 9515 6305   and   446765 
 
10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

Tuesday Morning on Zoom: Led by David Houston 
 

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer  
   * Zoom Code and Password:  
      849 7442 6644 and   031228  
 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study: In Person at Emmanuel and 
on Zoom on June 7, 14, and 21 

 
2:00 p.m.  Bible Study             
   * Zoom Code and Password  
      840 0349 8213   and   586548  

 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church  
Syracuse, New York  

June & July News & Inspiration  

Urgently Needed 
Volunteers to open up the church on Sundays from June 11 to July 1 while 

Mother Julie is on sabbatical. 

New Codes 



Pentecost was a wonderfully joyous celebration. On May 28 we welcomed Teddy into the Body 
of Christ through baptism, his family and friends joining in the festivities. Grace, Steve, David, 
and Meg read the story of Pentecost in four different languages, re-creating the event for us. 
Then I relied on the power of the Holy Spirit to preach without the sermon I had left in my bag 
in my office. When I saw all those young men I wanted to speak to them directly, without look-
ing at my notes from the pulpit. It also was the first time we used the new camera mounted on 
the beams below the ceiling, which allows more freedom of movement.  
 
On June 4 East Side Episcopalians gather at St. Alban’s to celebrate Trinity Sunday. St. David’s 
choir will sing, I will preach, and Father Dan Handschy will celebrate Holy Communion. The 
new camera will capture it all for those on Zoom and Facebook.  
 
The Ukraine fundraiser and Trinity Sunday are my last hurrah before I leave for a month’s mini-
sabbatical, followed by a month’s vacation. Since I’m only in my second year at Emmanuel I 
will be with them on Wednesdays and Saturday evenings until July 1. On June 15 Bob Lee is 
coming to tune the piano that came with the house when we bought it, and I hope learn how to 
play. The two years of lessons that I took in elementary school were a long time ago! I’m also  
going to sit down with my daughter-in-law to learn the finer points of using Facebook. Then 
there’s the stack of books I’ve been wanting to read... June 27-30 I’m taking a personal retreat 
at Springwater Center, located south of Rochester. 
 
July 8-15 Brian and I are getting away by ourselves - no kids or dogs! - to Diamond Beach, NJ. 
The following week my brother is coming for his annual visit.  
 
You will be in my prayers each morning and I’ll miss you. God be with you and bless you while 
I am away. 
                        Mother Julie+ 

Teddy and his friends 
 
 
                        Teddy, his parents,  
                            and Godfather 



An Invitation to Participate in Sacred Ground 
 

What is Sacred Ground? 
 
Sacred Ground is a formation program created by The Episcopal Church in 2018 for a challenging, 
but respectful and transformative, dialogue on race and racism. It invites participants to walk back 
through history to peel away the layers that have brought us to today, reflecting on family histories 
and stories, as well as important narratives that shape the collective American story, using films and 
readings. It’s an opportunity to fulfill our Baptismal Covenant to respect the dignity of every person. 
Sacred Ground provides a practical way to do that: to reflect, encounter, and honor those who have 
been traditionally marginalized in our country.  
 
How does it work? 
 
• We will gather on Zoom in a large group for opening prayer and presentations. Then we will 

meet in small groups to consider chapters of Indigenous, Black, Latinx, and Asian/Pacific  
American histories as they intersect with European American histories. The small groups remain 
the same for the duration of the program and are led by a facilitator. 

• We will meet every 2 weeks on Zoom for 11 sessions of 90 minutes.  
• Small groups of 6-8 people will have ground rules for a welcoming, respectful space to discuss 

challenging topics. 
• Preparation before each session includes viewing film clips 60-90 minutes long and reading 

about 35 pages from the curriculum and from 2 books: Waking Up White by Debbie Irving and   
Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman.   

 
What do I need? 
 
• You will need to purchase the two books listed above. 
• You will need a computer/laptop/tablet on which to access the Sacred Ground website for       

assignments, view the film clips, and Zoom. 
 

Sacred Ground Zoom Schedule: Thursday Evenings 
 

Eat and Chat: 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
Session: 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 
Session 1 September 7 
Session 2 September 21 
Session 3 October 5 
Session 4 October 19 
Session 5 November 2 
Session 6 November 16   (Thanksgiving is November 23) 
Session 7 November 30   (Advent 1 is December 3) 
 
Break for Advent and Christmas 
 
Session 8 January 4  Session 10 February 1 
Session 9 January 18  Session 11 February 15  (Ash Wednesday is February 14) 
 
Coordinators: Please contact one of us if you would like to participate! 
 

The Rev. Julie Calhoun-Bryant, julieatalban@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Daniel Handschy, dhandschy@gmail.com 



 

 
Emmanuel: Hot Dogs in the Kingdom 
     June 22 and July 27  
     5:00-7:00 p.m. (St. Alban’s friends welcome!) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 3 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
                                 

  Silent Auction            Lawn games for children and families 
          Raffle Baskets         Book & media sale 
           Bake Sale 
 

All proceeds will go through the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. 

Fundraiser for the People of  Ukraine 

 

June is Pride Month 
 

June 10 
Episcopalians and their friends will gather in the  

Destiny USA parking lot near Solar Street. 
 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
11:00 a.m. Pride Parade 

Sunday, June 4 
 

East Side Episcopalians at St. Alban’s 
Our friends at Emmanuel, East Syracuse and St. David’s, DeWitt will join 

us for worship and coffee hour. St. David’s choir will sing! 
 

Olive Garden 
After coffee hour we will have lunch to celebrate the success of the 

Ukraine fundraiser and send Mother Julie on her way! 



      

JUNE 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to all Fathers, Stepfathers, Grandfathers,  
and Great-grandfathers! 

We Celebrate St. Alban’s Day on June 25! 
 
St. Alban was a Roman soldier serving in England in 
the third century when he was converted by a priest 
whom he hid in his home. When the soldiers came to 
arrest the priest they unknowingly arrested Alban, who 
was wearing the priest’s cloak. Alban suffered martyr-
dom rather than renounce his newly found faith in  
Jesus Christ. Upon hearing what was happening to  
Alban, the priest came forward in an attempt to save  
Alban’s life. Both were executed.  
 
A cult arose around the Roman town – Verulamium – about 20 miles 
northeast of London. An abbey was built over Alban’s grave on top of 
the hill. Within a few decades of Alban’s death pilgrims made their 
way there to pray. They found comfort and strength from the story 
and the aura of holiness enshrined there. The Abbey and Cathedral 
Church of St. Alban continue as vital Christian communities to this 
day, with a wonderful building, a magnificent organ, great choirs and 
a pastoral witness and ministry to the city and surrounding county.  
 
People who named their congregation after Alban had great vision.  
Together with them, may we have a mission to stand up for what is 
right, regardless of the discomfort or cost, have a mission to care for 
those who are defenseless, and have the mission to be hospitable.  
 
 



 

Secretary’s Schedule 
Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 - 1:00 

 

Giving to St. Alban’s 
Send us a check or to give online go to cnyepiscopal.org/give-to-my-parish 

 

 

Independence Day is July 4  

   Each year on July 4th the United States celebrates Independence Day. 
   This federal holiday commemorates the adoption of the Declaration  
   of Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring independence from the   
   Kingdom of Great Britain.  
 
   Across the country, people gather together for parades and festivals,    
   with firework displays re-enacting moments of victory. The streets are  
   decorated in red, white, and blue bunting and flags. 
 
   Families and friends get together for backyard picnics and barbecues,  
   with children (and adults!) playing and having fun with sparklers. 

Fun Facts 
 

July 25 
Carousel Day, National Hot Fudge Sundae Day, National Thread the Needle Day, 

National Wine and Cheese Day  
 

July 26 
National Coffee Milkshake Day, National Aunt and Uncle Day,  

and National Chili Dog Day  

Flag Day is June 14 
 
Many Americans celebrate Flag Day by displaying the Red, 
White and Blue in front of homes and businesses. The day  
commemorates the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as the  
official flag of the United States.  
 

 



 

 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
 
  1308 Meadowbrook Drive 
   Syracuse, NY 13224-1718 
   (315) 446-3490 
 
   Website: stalbansyracuse.org 
 
   Facebook: stalbanschurchsyr 
 
   Secretary’s Office Hours:  
   Tuesday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
   Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com 
 
   Contacting Mother Julie (away June 5-August 4) 
      - Call the secretary during office hours. 
      - Email: julieatalban@gmail.com 
      -  315-416-7133 (cell) 
 

Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive  
messages on the church answering machine. 

 

St. Alban’s Leader’s 
 

Rector: The Rev. Julie E. 
           Calhoun-Bryant 
 

Wardens 
 Senior: Gelene Lewis 
 Junior: Mary “Kiki” White 
 Emerita: Margo Kowalczyk 
 

Vestry Members 
 David Houston 
 Bobbi Lombardo 
 Steve Pekich 
 Art Pichette 
 Gina Odell 
 Fred Wilson 
 

 Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk 
 
Parish Secretary 
 Valerie Warfield 
 

Organist 
 Cynthia Bromka-Skafidas 
   

Treasurer 
 Kathleen Eckermann 
 

Financial Secretary  
 Fred Wilson   
 
 

Ministry Team Leaders 
 

Communications Team 
 David Houston 
 

Congregational Life Team 
 Kiki White 
 

Mission Team 
 Bobbi Lombardo   
 Dottie White 
 

Property Team 
 Steve Pekich 
 

Spiritual Life Team 
 Mother Julie 
 Altar Guild: Bobbi  
                  Lombardo 
 Music: Jan Bookhout 

JUNE                                                           
  
15      Phoebe Swope-Askeland 
18      Ian Wilson 
 

JULY 
 

  9 Emily Corp 
 Mary White 
13 Steve Pekich 
16 David Joseph 
18   Hamilton White 
30  Pearl Fisher 
 

August 1: Dottie White 


