
 

 
Sunday Mornings at St. Alban’s  

 
  8:30 a.m.        Bible Study  
   Both In Person and on Zoom 
   * Zoom Code and Password  
         835 9000 0245   and   562087 
 
  9:30 a.m. Holy Communion In Person and 
   Spiritual Communion on Zoom 
   * Zoom Code and Password 
         826 9515 6305   and   446765 
 
  Use your telephone for Zoom on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
  Dial 1-646-558-8656 
  When prompted Enter 826 9515 6305# 
  When prompted Enter # 
  When prompted Enter 446765# 
  That will put you in Zoom’s waiting room and I will let you in.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The service of Holy Eucharist,  
is taped on Saturday at 11:30 

and posted on our website.  
You are welcome to attend! 

 

stalbansyracuse.org 
Click on Pics & Vids 

 

Giving to St. Alban’s 
 

Send us a check or to give online go to  
cnyepiscopal.org/give-to-my-parish 

 

Tuesday  
Abbreviated Morning Prayer  

at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
 

Zoom Code and Password:  
868 3084 1089 and 114552  

 

 

 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
Syracuse, New York 

 

October News & Inspiration  



Priestly Ponderings: Caring for God’s Creation 
 
I used to think of climate change as a scientific fact that became a political football. The accel-
eration of severe weather events around the world in the last 12 months has caused more and 
more people to accept the fact that climate change is real and needs to be a top priority for gov-
ernments the world over. After reading Jim Antal’s book, Climate Church, Climate World, with 
the study group I’ve come to regard climate change as the biggest moral crisis the Church has 
ever faced. We are allowing God’s creation to be rapidly destroyed so that stock holders of  
fossil fuel companies can get richer. We are way past recycling household goods and using  
public transportation. Studies have shown that the dramatic drop in the use of gasoline by  
commuters during the COVID lockdown - a drop that brought clear air to many major cities  
for the first time in years - was no more than a drop in the bucket in the prevention of global 

warming. We are fast approaching the point of no return. What can Christians do? What can 
the Church do? We can be moral leaders who change the world. 
 
Antal asks his readers to think about another major moral crisis we have faced - slavery.  
Abolishing slavery would turn an economy dependent on slave labor upside down. After a 
lengthy struggle that led to the Civil War, the owning of one human being by another was  
outlawed in our entire country. The fallout from that is far from over, so we must persevere in  
addressing injustice in its many forms. 
 
This week Harvard University announced that it would divest itself from stock in fossil fuel 
companies. I looked at The Episcopal Church’s General Convention (national convention held 
once every three years) website to see where we stand. There were eight resolutions. Here are a 
few: 
 
• The 79th General Convention (2018) reaffirms its commitment to divest from fossil fuel 

companies and reinvest in clean energy and calls on the Executive Council and the Church 
Pension Fund to report on their progress in reaching these goals.  

 
• The 79th General Convention calls on Episcopalians to support and advocate for justly    

implemented policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as a carbon tax.  
 
• The 79th General Convention advocates for policies and program initiatives, and requests 

specific Church Center offices to assist communities identified with fossil fuels with the 
negative impact of the transition away from their use, including training, education, housing 
assistance, and development investment.  

 
• The 78th General Convention authorizes the use of supplementary liturgical materials that 

honor God in creation and consider them for inclusion in the Book of Occasional Services.  
 
Elsewhere in the newsletter you will see a flyer for Caring for God’s Creation, a three-part 
Zoom series on Tuesday evening from 6:30-8:00 p.m. beginning September 28. Brian and I will 
Zoom from my office. If you aren’t able to Zoom from home you are most welcome to join us. 
(We’re both vaccinated.)  Listen to Bishop DeDe speak about Why the church needs to care 
about climate change, Jim Antal speak about What the Church can do, and then a panel of 
speakers tell us How we can engage in climate care. 
 
Over the course of the next six Sundays prayer for God’s creation will be added to the Sunday 
service. We begin October 3, the day before the Church celebrates St. Francis of Assisi, the  
patron saint of animals and the natural environment (Earth) and end on All Saints’ Sunday.  
Between the Prayers of the People and the Confession I will include a portion of Canticle 12 
from Morning Prayer: 
 
 
 



Invocation 
 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
 
The Earth and Its Creatures 
 
Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 
and all that grows upon the earth, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
    O whales and all that move in the waters. 
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
    and all you flocks and herds. 
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Doxology 
 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Then I will ask the congregation a question along the lines of, “How have you reflected on the 
care of God’s creation this week?” It could be an article you read, a podcast you listened to, or a 
moment of being connected with God through nature. We need to know that we are all in this 
together. It can be a frightening world to live in, but Jesus tells us to “Fear not.” God is with us 
and it is God who holds human history in His hands. Let’s see where this takes us and keep the 
conversation going. The future of the planet is at stake. We cannot be silent any longer. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Update on Emmanuel, East Syracuse 
 
January 1, New Year’s Day, I begin a four month trial as Priest-in-Charge of Emmanuel at  
10 hours/week. Since I first announced this the people of Emmanuel have chosen to worship on 
Saturday evening at 5:00 p.m., with coffee hour beforehand at 4:15 p.m. I am very happy about 
this decision for it means I can be with the people of Emmanuel on Saturday and the people  
of St. Alban’s on Sunday.  
 
Christmas Day will be my last Saturday morning Eucharist at St. Alban’s. The service was  
begun as a response to COVID and added to my already half-time schedule. Kate Bell and Meg 
Houston, who have helped me week by week, have agreed in principle to worship at Emmanuel 
in the new year. They will record the service and it will be posted on both churches’ websites.  

From a Go Green Festival 
for the Neighborhood 



 
  

Caring for God’s Creation: What, Why, and How?  
3 Tuesday evening Zoom sessions hosted by the Climate Care Initiative  
of the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York  
 
  

What?  
“The Theology of Creation”  

The Rt. Rev. Dr. DeDe Duncan-Probe  
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Central NY  

Tuesday, Sept. 28, 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
 

Why?  
“The Imperative of Faith Communities to Lead on Creation Care”  

Jim Antal  
United Church of Christ’s National Leader on the Climate Crisis  

Author of Climate Church, Climate World  
Tuesday, October 5, 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

 
  

How?  
“12 Steps to Sustainable Communities”  

Keynote: Peter J. Arsenault, FAIA, NCARB, LEED-AP  
Greening USA of Syracuse  

Tuesday, October 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
 

Panel Discussion  
Frank Moses, Exec. Dir., Skaneateles Lake Assn.“, Skaneateles Lake Ecosystems”  
Lou Lego, Elderberry Pond, Auburn NY, “Regenerative Farming”  
Chris Carrick, CNY Regional Development Commission, “Sustainable Energy”  
 

To register for this Zoom series go to the diocesan website, 
cnyepiscopal.org and scroll down until you see the event.  



 

Helping Our Neighbors 

Members of East Side Episcopal 

sister church Emmanuel, East  

Syracuse decorate their Giving 

Tree with school supplies for the 

fall. This year-round Christmas 

tree sits outside the church and 

offers different free gifts to  

community members with each 

change of seasons.   



 
                                   

Helping Our Neighbors 
 
 
 
 
 

 If anyone would like to have something put in the 

newsletter, please let Mother Julie or Val know by 

the third Tuesday of the month. Thank you.   

 
 

Valley Worship Center Food Pantry, 2929 Midland Avenue 
Volunteers are needed on Thursday afternoons.  

 
We partner with Valley Worship Center by providing volunteers to serve at 

their pantry.  
The first Thursday of the month is the biggest and busiest, as it is the month-
ly fresh foods supply. Tables are full of fruits and vegetables, as well as eggs 

and dairy products.  
 

2nd-5th Thursdays are smaller and less strenuous.  
 

First Thursdays the larger Fresh Foods pantry is from 2:00-5:00 p.m.  
All other Thursdays volunteers are needed from 12:00-2:00 p.m.  

 

 Martha’s Kitchen 
                                                     
                                        Cooking on  
           
                      Saturday, October 2 at 10:00 am 
                   Making Pasta Sauce and 36 sandwiches.  
                                               and   
                      Tuesday, October 19 at 1:00 pm  
                      Making Quiche and 36 Sandwiches. 
    
                                           Funding 

Martha’s Kitchen ministry is funded through donations to           
St. Alban’s Mission Fund. 

 
Please keep those plastic containers coming and thank you! 



          
            This hit home for me. 
                  (author unknown)    
    
  When a flashlight grows dim or     
  quits working, do you just throw it    
  away? Of course not. You change    
  the batteries.  
 
  When a person messes up or finds   
  themselves in a dark place, do you  
  cast them aside? Of course not!   
  You help them change their  
  batteries.  
 
                   Some need AA 
           Attention and Affection  
 
                 Some need AAA 
Attention, Affection, Acceptance 
    

Some Need C 
Compassion 

                    
Some need D                     

                      Direction 
 

 And if they still don’t seem to   
 shine...simply sit with them quietly    

 and share your light. 
 

 

From the Vestry 
 

Office Hours are Changing 
 

Valerie requested that her hours be 
changed to Tuesday-Thursday,  

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This is 2 hours 
less per week; she is finding herself  
with too much time on her hands.  
The Vestry approved the change.  

Beginning in October she will come in 
half an hour earlier Tuesday-Thursday 

and not work on Fridays. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween 
 

Pre-pandemic we handed out candy  
and apple cider to trick-or-treaters.  
New families have moved into the 
neighborhood since COVID began.  

Before we ask the parish for donations 
of candy and cider the Vestry needs to 

know if we have 2-3 volunteers to work 
from  

5:30-6:45 pm and 6:45-8:00 p.m.  
 

Please speak/text/email Wardens  
Bert Bookhout, Margo Kowalczyk or 

Emera Bridger Wilson, or Mother Julie. 
 
 

 

Thank you from Tendai 
 

Thank you from myself and my family for all your prayers, cards, phone calls and texts.  
Also, a heartfelt thank you to Mother Julie for our mom’s funeral.  

Our mom is at peace and we are grateful to the Lord. 



 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
 
   1308 Meadowbrook Drive 
   Syracuse, NY 13224-1718 
   315-446-3490 
 
   Website: stalbansyracuse.org 
   Facebook: Click the link on the website home  
   page or go to St. Albans Church Syracuse. 
 

   Secretary’s Office Hours:  
   Tuesday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
   The office is closed on Friday and Monday.  
 

   Secretary’s Email: stalbans.syr@gmail.com 
 
   Contacting Mother Julie 

      - Call the secretary during office hours. 
      - Email: julieatalban@gmail.com 
      -  315-416-7133 (cell) 
 

 
Please don’t leave urgent or time sensitive  

messages on the church answering machine. 

 
                          

St. Alban’s is 
 

    a Community founded in Christ’s Love,  
         Joyfully seeking to live our faith,  
         reaching out to ALL God’s people. 
 

  

Meets  
Tuesday 

October 19,   
at  

7 p.m.  
on Zoom 

    1 Rob Lombardo 
   2 Grace Joseph 
   3 Bert Bookhout 
 12 Gelene Lewis 
 21 Christine Corp  

 
St. Alban’s Leadership 

 
Rector: The Rev. Julie E. 
           Calhoun-Bryant 
 

Wardens 
 Senior: Bert Bookhout 
 Junior: Margo Kowalczyk 
 Emerita: Emera Bridger Wilson 
 

Vestry Members 
 Jan Bookhout 
 Meg Houston 
 Gelene Lewis 
 Gina Odell 
 Mary “Kiki” White 
 Fred Wilson 
 Kate Bell, Vestry Clerk 
 
Parish Secretary 
 Valerie Warfield 
 

Organist 
 Cynthia Bromka-Skafidas 
   

Treasurer 
 Kathleen Eckermann 
 

Financial Secretary  
 Fred Wilson   
 
Sunday School Teacher 
 Shelby Calhoun 
 

Ministry Team Leaders 
 
Communications Team 
 David Houston 
 
Congregational Life Team 
 Kiki White 
 
Mission Team 
 Bobbi Lombardo   
 Dottie White 
 
Property Team 
 Margo Kowalczyk 
 Don Keefe 
 
Spiritual Life Team 
  Mother Julie 
  Music: Jan Bookhout 
 

October Birthdays 

NEW 


